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To the Reverend Father Bouvet 

 

January 1698 

 

My Very Reverend Father 

 

I had the good fortune of seeing Monsieur des Rosières
1
 here upon his return 

from Poland, and as he was telling me that he had the honor of knowing Your Reverence, 

I wanted to profit by that to assure you once more of my zeal and my gratitude by these 

words which he has kindly undertaken to deliver, adding this kindness to others which he 

has been willing to show to me. 

 
I know well that your time is precious, even more so since you must be occupied 

by preparations for the great voyage which you are about to undertake again.
2
 Thus I 

 
1
 M. des Rosières, also referred to as M. de la Rosière, was a French diplomat and agent 

who served in Warsaw, Berlin and Hannover. 

 
2
 Bouvet sailed on 6 March 1698 from La Rochelle on the Amphitrite and reached China 

a year later. A detailed account, written by Jean-Henri de Prémare, S.J., one of his 

companions, can be found in Giovanni Gherardini, Relation de voyage fait à Chine sur la 

vaisseau l’Amphitrite en l’année 1698 (Paris: N. Pepie, 1700). Information about the 

voyage and the other Jesuit members of Bouvet’s group can be found in C. von Collani,  



2 
 

 

must not at all be an inconvenience to you. It is sufficient, my Reverend Father, that you 

remember me when you are in your great kingdom. However, if I could obtain forthwith 

through you the Lord’s Prayer in the language of the Chinese Tartars with a word for 

word interlinear version, I would be singularly obliged to you.
3
 You will judge also 

whether I should answer something on your behalf to that learned [medical] doctor of 

Berlin, well versed in the Chinese language, who would like his Chronology to be 

presented to the monarch of that great empire by your favor. He wishes to send you a 

finely bound copy, but in the meantime I am sending you mine to take with you, if you 

find it apropos.
4
 I pray God to give success to all your worthy undertakings, in which 

His glory has so much a part. 

 

P. Bouvet S. J., pp.24-25 and D. Mungello, Curious Land. . ., pp.301-302. The 

Amphitrite made several voyages to China, bringing more Jesuits to China. See François 

Froger, Relation du premier voyage des François à la Chine fait en 1698, 1699 et 1700, 

ed. E.A.Voretzsch (Leipzig: Verlag der Asia Major, 1926); A Journal of the first French 

embassy to China 1698-1700, trans. S. Bannister (London: T.C.Newby, 1859). For a 

more recent treatment of this historic voyage, see J. C. Gatty, Voiage de Siam. . . 

 
3 Leibniz makes this request in all the early letters he wrote to Bouvet while the latter was 

still in Europe. Only three (of these four) letters are extant. See the opening sentence in 

his next letter to Bouvet. 
 

 

4 Christian Mentzel (1622-1701), physician to Friedrich Wilhelm, the Great Elector of 

Brandenburg, was the successor to Andreas Müller, and like him attempted a “Key to the 

Chinese [Language]” or Clavis Sinica. Leibniz praises him in his Preface to the
 

 
Novissima Sinica (CR58; AA IV vi: 405). Mentzel also wrote a brief Chinese 
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I am with respectful zeal, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

chronology of the Chinese Emperors: Kurtze Chinesische Chronologia. (Berlin:Rüdiger,  

1696); Leibniz enclosed his copy of the book along with other questions Mentzel had 

sent him a month earlier with a request that he pass them on to Bouvet. Unfortunately 

Bouvet never received these items and bemoaned their “double” loss (see Letter E). 

 



 


